
 

             Part I 
 Executive Member: Councillor S. Boulton 
 
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – 10 OCTOBER 2019 
REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR (PUBLIC PROTECTION, PLANNING 
AND GOVERNANCE)  
 
6/2019/1838/FULL 
 
THE ASHLEY WILDE GROUP, EMMANUEL HOUSE, TRAVELLERS CLOSE, 
HATFIELD, AL9 7LD 
 
ERECTION OF AN ENCLOSED STORAGE AREA (RETROSPECTIVE) 
 
APPLICANT: Mr A Brodin   
 

 
      (Welham Green & South Hatfield) 

 
1 Site Description 

1.1 The application site is located within Welham Green and the Travellers Lane 
Industrial Estate – an Employment Area as designated in the Welwyn Hatfield 
District Plan 2005.   

1.2 The site includes a single storey pre-fabricated workshop building and an 
attached enclosed store situated to the south-west corner of a large commercial 
site (outlined in blue on the sublimed site location plan).  The site is occupied by 
The Ashley Wilde Group – a textile company which manufactures furnishing 
fabrics and home décor products. 

1.3 Access to the site is taken from Travellers Close, via Travellers Lane. 

2 The Proposal 

2.1 Planning permission is sought for retention of an enclosed storage area.  This 
building comprises a mono-pitched structure attached to the rear of the pre-
fabricated building and the pre-existing lean-to store.  The type of storage is for 
exhibition stands made on the Ashley Wilde Group site.  No additional 
employees are required in association with this building’s use. 

3 Reason for Committee Consideration 

3.1 This application has been called-in by Councillor P Zukowskyj. 

 

 

 



 

4 Relevant Planning History 

4.1 Application number: 6/2019/1185/FULL 
 Decision: Under consideration 

Proposal: Retention of portakabin installed at first floor over existing with balcony 
& enclosed staircase structure 

 
4.2 Application number: 6/2018/3187/FULL 
 Decision: Granted  
 Decision date: 20 February 2019 

Proposal: Erection of two storey side extension to existing (B1a) office building 
  

4.3 Application number: S6/2005/0099/FP 
 Decision: Granted  
 Decision date: 23 March 2005 
 Proposal: Cladding to external elevations of building  
 
4.4 Application number: S6/2001/0241/FP 
 Decision: Granted 
 Decision date: 13 August 2001  
 Proposal: Extension to warehouse  

 
5 Relevant Planning Policy 

5.1 National Planning Policy Framework 2019 (NPPF)  

5.2 Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005 (District Plan) 

5.3 Draft Local Plan Proposed Submission 2016 (Emerging Local Plan) 

5.4 Supplementary Design Guidance 2005 (SDG) 

6 Site Designation  

6.1 The site is located within the specified settlement of Welham Green, Employment 
Area EA8 of Watling Chase Community Forest. 

7 Representations Received  

7.1 The application was advertised by means of neighbour notification letters.  One 
representation was received from 27 Puttocks Drive, objecting to the application.  
The reasons for objection as summarised below: 

 Ugly building 

 Visible and too close to neighbouring fences  

 Noise  
 
 
 
 
 



 

8 Consultations received  

8.1 Cllr Paul Zukowskyj has called-in this application on the following grounds: 

“A particularly sensitive issue and one that raises unusual planning issues (it is 
not usual to have two separate retrospective applications submitted virtually 
simultaneously for what is developments on a contiguous concrete pad).” 

8.2 Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Public Health & Protection Team – No 
objection 

9 Town Council Representations 

9.1 North Mymms Parish Council – Objection with comments summarised below: 

 Too close and obtrusive to residents backing onto the site  

 Inadequate space to allow for screening to adjacent residents  
 
10 Analysis 

10.1 The main planning issues to be considered in the determination of this 
application are: 

1. Principle of development 
2. Quality of design and impact on the character and appearance of the 

area  
3. Amenity and living conditions of neighbouring occupiers  

 
 

1. Principle of development  
 

10.2 The application site is occupied as offices/warehousing, a mixed B1a/B8 use.  
The subject building is used in association with the Ashley Wilde Group site and 
serves as additional storage to support the business.  As such, the principle of 
this development is acceptable. 

 

2. Quality of design and impact on the character and appearance of the 
area  

 

10.3 District Plan Policies D1 and D2 require the standard of design in all new 
development to be of a high quality and that all new development respects and 
relates to the character and context of the area in which it is proposed.  These 
policies are expanded upon in the Council’s SDG and are consistent with Policy 
SP9 of the Emerging Local Plan. 

10.4 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) places a clear emphasis on 
high quality design and states in paragraph 130 that planning permission should 
be refused for development of poor design that fails to take the opportunities 
available for improving the character and quality of an area and the way in 
functions, taking into account any local design standards or style guides in plans 
or supplementary planning documents.  As such, there is also consistency 
between the Council’s District Plan, Emerging Local Plan and the NPPF. 



 

10.5 The enclosed storage building spans approximately 14.5m along the combined 
length of the existing attached buildings (workshop and store) and has a depth of 
approximately 2.8m.  It is set in approximately 0.95m from the fenced boundary 
with residential properties along Puttocks Drive, has a maximum height of 
approximately 2.95m and eaves height of approximately 2.4 metres. 

10.6 In terms of appearance, the building is faced in a mix of coloured plywood and 
corrugated sheeting below a green mineral felt roof.  The building is considered 
as modest in scale and its external materials are characteristic of the 
commercial/industrial area in which it situated.   

10.7 Existing trees lining the rear boundaries of adjacent properties along Puttocks 
Drive largely screen views of the storage building from neighbours.  Even if these 
trees were to be removed, views would be limited to the roof of the building and a 
small part of its rear wall extending above the boundary fencing.  In terms of 
spacing, the rear wall of the building is approximately 14m from the nearest 
dwelling.  Taking all factors into account, the building is considered to be in 
keeping with the character and appearance of the wider commercial site in which 
it is situated.  It would not appear prominent or discordant when viewed from 
neighbouring properties or the surrounding area. 

10.8 It is noted that a separate live application is submitted on a different part of the 
Ashley Wilde Group site for retention of a portakabin building and enclosed 
staircase structure (ref: 6/2019/1185/FULL).  It is considered by Officers that the 
subject development would not represent overdevelopment of built-form at the 
whole site in the event of application 6/2019/1185/FULL being granted. 

10.9 Having regard to the siting, scale and appearance of the subject building, it is 
considered that the development represents an acceptable standard of design 
which maintains the area’s character, in accordance with the above policies.  
Furthermore, the cumulative impact of the subject development and development 
sought under application 6/2019/1185/FULL at the Ashley Wilde Group site is 
considered acceptable. 

3.  Amenity and living conditions of neighbouring occupiers  

10.10 Policy D1 of the District Plan requires the standard of design to be of high 
quality.  This Policy is expanded upon in the Council’s SDG which sets out 
general design principle for all development including noise and sunlight and 
daylight. 

10.11 Policy SADM11 of the Emerging Local Plan states that all proposal will be 
required to create and protect a good standard of amenity for buildings and 
external open space, in particular – ensuring satisfactory levels of sunlight and 
daylight, providing reasonable degree of privacy and preventing development 
from being overbearing upon existing buildings and open spaces.  The above 
policies are broadly consistent with the NPPF. 

10.12 Policy R19 of the District Plan states that proposals will be refused if the 
development is likely to generate unacceptable noise or vibration for other land 
uses. Policy SADM18 of the Emerging Local Plan outlines that that a noise and 



 

vibration impact assessment will be required for proposals with the potential to 
cause disturbance to people or the natural environment due to noise and/or 
vibration.  Very disruptive noise and/or vibration pollution will not be permitted 
and disruptive or intrusive effects will be weighed against the needs for, and 
benefits of, the development. 

10.13 The development is not unduly dominant, nor does it result in any adverse loss of 
daylight or sunlight, considering its height, length of projection and proximity to 
neighbouring properties.   

10.14 The neighbour representation received outlines that the structure would 
contribute to noise levels and result in loss of amenities to their property.  The 
Council’s Public Health & Protection Officer has been consulted for this 
application and considers that its use (for storage of exhibition stands) is not 
likely to produce excessive levels of noise.  Accordingly, it is considered that 
refusing planning permission on this ground would not be justified. 

10.15 Taking account of the above, the development does not harm the living 
conditions of any neighbouring property in accordance with the above policies. 

11 Conclusion 

11.1 The proposed development has been assessed against the policies of the District 
Plan, Emerging Local Plan and NPPF.  It has been found to be acceptable in 
terms of quality of design, impact on the character of the area, living conditions of 
future occupiers and neighbouring occupiers and environmental health.   

11.2 Subject to imposition of the suggested planning condition, this development 
accords with all relevant planning policies including: Policies D1, D2 and R19 of 
the District Plan; the Council’s SDG; Policies SP9, SADM11 and SADM18 of the 
Council’s Emerging Local Plan; and the NPPF. 

12 Recommendation   

12.1 It is recommended that planning permission is granted subject to the following 
conditions: 

1. The development/works shall not be started and completed other than in 
accordance with the approved plans and details: 
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 To ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the 
approved plans and details. 

POSITIVE AND PROACTIVE STATEMENT 

Plan Number Revision 

Number 

Details Received Date 

218782-101  Proposed Elevations, Floor 

Plan, Roof Plan & Sections 

08 August 2019 

218782-102 A Site & Location Plans  19 September 2019 

218782-100  Existing Elevations, Floor 

Plan, Roof Plan & Section 

25 July 2019 



 

  
The decision has been made taking into account, where practicable and 
appropriate the requirements of paragraph 38 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework and material planning considerations do not justify a decision contrary 
to the development plan (see Officer’s report which can be viewed on the Council's 
website or inspected at these offices). 

 
INFORMATIVES 

 
1. This permission does not convey any consent which may be required under 

any legislation other than the Town and Country Planning Acts. Any 
permission required under the Building Regulations or under any other Act, 
must be obtained from the relevant authority or body e.g. Fire Officer, Health 
and Safety Executive, Environment Agency (Water interest etc. Neither does 
this permission negate or override any private covenants which may affect 
the land. 

 
 
David Elmore (Development Management) 
Date of expiry: 18 September 2019 
Extension of time: 11 October 2019 
 



 

 


